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Upcoming dates 

 

Year 5 Whitgift Primary 

Project  

Monday 23rd—Friday 

27th January  

Parent Reading Workshop  

Thursday 19th January 

9.30 

Friends of Heathfield Coffee 

and Cake  

Friday 3rd February  

time TBC

Attendance 

Chestnut Juniper Birch Maple Holly Beech Pine Hazel Elm Sycamore Oak Elder 
84.3% 94.2% 94.6% 85.4% 90% 94.6% 88.4% 93.3% 96.6% 87.1% 94.6% 89.2% 

 

 

 

 

EYFS (Reception) News 
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Friday 6th January 2023 

Issue #14 

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  We were so excited to see you all and glad to see everyone return 
in high spirits. We have 'hit the ground running' already and the children have shown so much pas-
sion towards there learning. We just love hearing about how much they enjoy phonics! In maths this 
week we have begun to look into numbers within ten. We focused on writing our numbers and counting 
groups of objects within 10. This week in English we introduced our new book for this half term called 
'Journey Home from Grandpa's'. It is a hit already and has such a catchy tune to help us remember 
the words.  In topic we looked at 'New Year'. We spoke about who stayed up to celebrate it and we 
watched the London fireworks display. We even wrote our own 'New Year Resolutions' we choose one 
thing that we wanted to get better at this year. Then we introduced our main topic for this half term 
which is all about transport. Did you know there are 4 main types of transport? Air, water, land and 
rail! In art, the children drew what they did during the holidays and were so enthusiastic to tell us 
about what they got up to  during the holidays while explaining their drawings.  

Head of School Message  

Happy New Year and welcome back to school. We hope you had a lovely restful break with 
your family and you are looking forward to the year ahead! It has been wonderful to  

welcome the children back to school and hear all about their break. As expected, the children 
have settled back into academy life beautifully and have been working hard in all  

curriculum areas, especially in our new wider curriculum topic which is History! We have 
some up and coming trips and visitors, which link to our History learning and will be sent 

out to you in due course.  
Additionally, in the coming weeks, we will be holding a reading workshop for our Year 2—6 

parents, in which we will explain how we teach reading at Heathfield Academy. Again, a 
letter will be sent out in due course which will give you a sign up option. If you can not at-

tend the session, we will be sending out the PowerPoint  
presentation.  

Finally, we have enjoyed celebrating some of the Children Christmas Raffle Winners this 
week and we are looking forward to more next week!  
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  Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and Year 6) News 
This week in Year 5 English before beginning our new text, Beowulf, we made predictions by focusing solely on the front cover, cre-
ating our own predictions. We then delved into the text and will now create our own predictions in context ensuring to provide evi-
dence for our ideas. In ICT we learnt that a database was a collection of information stored in a computer in a systematic way. 
We gained knowledge on how an interface accesses such data. We then began to manipulate data and appearance on a pre-existing 
interface. 

Year 6 have begun our new History topic which is all about the British Civil Rights Movement. This includes learning about the 

post-war arrival of the HMS Windrush from the Caribbean and the hardships that many black and other ethnic minority groups 

went through during these times in the United Kingdom. We have started reading a novel, called The Windrush Child, written by 

world renowned author, musician and performance poet—Benjamin Zephaniah. We have also looked at some of his poems that 

related to this topic. These are called: “The British” and “We Refugees”. The children are already thoroughly enjoying the topic 

and are fully engaged and excited about learning British History from the perspective of the other cultures that live here.  

Key Stage 1 have had a superb start to 2023, with plenty of exceptional behaviour, active 
listening and collaborative learning happening across Year 1 and 2. Year 1 have been com-
paring 2-digit numbers in Maths using the greater than, less than or equals symbol and 
Piper, in Maple Class, was able to articulate her reasoning clearly as well as help her 
learning partner with their work. Well done! Zakeriah in Birch Class was also a Maths 
superstar for showing perseverance as he worked out his answers.  

In Year 2 we have started reading Wind in the Willows and have enjoyed creating de-
tailed setting descriptions this week. Both Arlo in Holly Class and Joshua in Beech Class 
impressed their teachers by working so hard to use beautifully neat presentation when 
describing the river bank and woods! 

Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and Year 4) News 

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) News 

In Year 3 English, we stared looking at the new book, ‘The Stig of the Dump’ and creating 
character profiles of Barney. In maths, we also started looking at division with a particular 
focus on dividing two digit numbers by one digit numbers. In our wider curriculum lesson we 
have started our history topic on prehistory using a timeline.  

In Year 4 English, we started reading our new book ‘Who let the Gods Out?’ and made 
predictions of what the book will be about. During maths, we learnt about Roman numerals 
and rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000. In history, we were introduced to life in Ancient 
Greece. Our task was to use persuasive language to get people to visit Ancient Greece.  
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Pupil Parliament Voice  

At Heathfield, we are a Rights Respecting School. As a Pupil Parliament, we believe that all 

children have rights that deserve to be respected by adults and other 

children. We will be sharing one of these with you weekly in every 

newsletter. 

Right of the week 
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Definition: the quality of being loyal, committed 

and faithful towards something or someone. 

In a sentence: Jake showed great loyalty to his 

friend (Emily) by keeping her greatest secret.  

Word of the week—Loyalty  

Article 15 – Every child has the right to meet friends. Unless there is a good reason not to. 

Classroom: Playtimes and Lunchtimes are great times to spend 

with friends. This is good for our mental well-being.  

“I like spending time with my friends as it helps me to relax and 

have fun.” 

“I think being around friends is equally important because it gives 

us a chance to socialise.” 
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Mrs Davies PE Shout Outs  

This term we are playing football and learning new skills to 
improve our game. This week we’ve been practising our  

dribbling skills and the following children have been focusing 
hard on this: 

Birch:   Ava 

Maple:   Lea 

Beech:  Asher 

Holly:    Dylan 

Hazel:   Isabella 

Our Academy  

Children’s Raffle Winners  
This week, the Children’s Raffle Winners from the Christmas 

Fayre have been receiving their ‘prizes’. 

Board Game Afternoon for Class - Angel  

Teachers Assistant for 30 minutes - Leila  

Extra 15 minutes of play - Bailey  

Helping in the office for 30 minutes - Thanish  

Giving out certificates in Assembly - Leo  

Next week we are looking forward to... 

Help the PE teacher for a lesson - Rhea  

Lunch with Miss Mackay - Benjamin  

Own Clothes Day for Class - Paula  

This week, we received a letter from Sport Relief 

to thank Heathfield Academy for their fund-

raising efforts in early 2020. They also gave a 

special shout out to one of our pupils for their 

admirable efforts….Well done and thank you to 

Thomas in Year 3!  
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